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TREATISE 


SIMONV. 


Wberein is enquired, 


and Se/ling of PkESENTATIONS, 
| ſo common in this Kingdom, may 
come under the Notion of it. 


— 


u Patronatus eft veluti potentia quadam moralis ad 
aliquid agendum, nempe ad praſentandum ad Benefi- 
tium Eccleſiaſticum; objectum autem & ter minus hu- 
as potentia, Spirituale eſt, nempe ipſum Beneficium ; 
| aus etiam, qui eſt Preſentatio ad Spirituale, Spiritu- 
ale quiddam eſt. Vincentius Filliucius de Sim. Vitio. 

Cap. 6. Quæſt. 10. 


— 


How far the Practice of Buying 


= Miniſter of Marſton- Chapel in 
= Worceſterſhire. 
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Right 1 ** in God, 


IG E O N E, 


Lord Biſhop of Ana, and Dean 
of Chriſt- Church, Oxon. 


My Lok D, 

his ſmall Treatiſe is * 
intended for the Benefit * 

our Holy Church, fo it na- 

turally a ddreſſech it ſelf to 


_ Fathers of it: And ſince it oppoſes 
the common Sentiments, as well as car- 
nal Intereſt, of too great a part of Man- 
kind in this {cIfih Age, it therefore ſeems 
to require the Credit and Character of 
an Author, as well as the Reaſon and 
Force 
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Force of Argument, to carry on its In- 
fluence with any Proſpect of Succeſs. For 
which reaſon it humbly craves Protection 
of your Lordſhip, as the moſt proper Pa- 
' tron, not only to skreen its obſcure Pa- 
rent, but likewiſe to give credit to what- 
ever bears the Superſcription of ſo great a 
Name. In this, I preſume, your Good- 
neſs will indulge me, to recommend my 
poor, but honeſt Attempt. That your {MW 
Lordſhip may long preſide in thoſe Sears WF 
of Religion and Learning which you 
worthily poſlcls, is the hearty Prayer of, 


My LORD, 
' .. Your moſt Obedient, | 5 


Humble Servant, 


wh 
3 
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RICHARD BANNER. fi 


===, THOUGH the Good and Wel- 

fare of all Societies, and conſequent= 
El ly of each particular Member there- 
of, depends chiefly upon a due and 


npunity break thro' them, than how they may 
Wie their Aa en in Conformity thereunr, 
bus, when any Law is made, prohibiting any 


Nude its Force, of elſe meaſure the Crime it ſelf 
cording to the Extent of the Prohibition. | 
Now there may be ſeveral Branches of ſuch 
ame, which either the Lawgivers could not 

Wireſee, and conſequently could not make Provi- 
on againſt, or elſe could not take any Cogni- 
ice of: Of rhis kind are ſuch Inſtances, which 
ing only the internal Acts of the Mind, as they 
Wc not cognizable, ſo they are not puniſhable by 
man Laws: And yet a Man cannot therefore 
em himſelf innocent, becauſe he does not come 
Within the reach of the Law. For as in Adul- 

4 B tery, 


regular Obſervance of the Laws, yet 
Wc by Experience find, that the Generality of 
laankind are more ſollicitous how they may with + 


Wu: particular Vice, they either ſeck Evaſions to | 
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2 OA Trrariss of SIMON. 


tery, fo in ſeveral other Crimes of a moral nal 


ture, a Man may tranſgreſs in Intention, tho' the 
Law takes notice only of the outward Act. pot 
The fame may be obſerved of Simony, which | 
tho” our Law has taken care to puniſh in the ſe 
vereſt manner that human Prudence could ſugW" 
geſt, yet as it could not foreſee every particula{fM”: 
way of Evaſion, which. the Invention of Mad” * 
might afterwards find out, ſo neither if it could du 
had it been poſſible to make a Proviſion againſff the 
every particular Branch and Species of it. Fo, U 
there is, as (a) Canoniſts have obſerved, a mental 
as well as real Simony. The former of which ii 
no leſs culpable than the latter, tho' the La 
cannot extend to the Puniſhment of it. Ane 
therefore, from the Deficiency of Human Lawſfi il 
in this reſpe&, we ought not to frame a negativM” 
Argument, and conclude a thing not unkwful”” 
at leaſt in ſuch or ſuch particular Inſtances of ii Fl 
becauſe either the Law has not provided, or coul 
not provide againſt it. For if the thing be alu 1 
in ſe, ſimply or in its own nature Evil, it matter $ 
not, what the Laws of Men are concerning i a 
For as they cannot determine the Nature q; (| 
any Thing, ſo neither is its Nature to b 7 
ſought for from them; ſince the deſign of Huff va 
man Laws is, not ſo much to declare, how or 1 5 + 
what reſpect a thing becomes ſinful, as what par all 
ticular Inſtances of it they will take notice q; T 
and puniſh. They therefore are much miſtake 
who take an Eſtimate of their Actions from thi Tar 
Conformity they bear to the Laws of Man, aner 
therefore wipe their Mouths, and ſay they hav pit 
(a) Lyndwood de jure jurand. Cap. 1. præſenti Statuto. Ne bu 
aliquid. * | 1 =” : 1 


ATREATTSE of StMONY. 3 
lone no Wickedneſs, becauſe their Actions do 
ot come within the Laſh of the Law. 

Now as Men are apt, in divers Inſtances, to 
geceive themſelves upon this account, fo, I think, 
n nothing more fatally than in the Ca. of Simo- 
g. From whence hath proceeded a Practice ve- 
common, and peculiar to us of this Nation, of 


lying and Selling Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, to 
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Wit: great Scandal and Detriment of Religion. 
Which Practice, as it is not ſufficiently provided 


ganſt by any Laws extant, ſo, perhaps, it never 
an, while Men make it more their Buſineſs to 
rade their Force, than to conform their Practice 
pthe Intent and Meaning of them. My Buſi- 
ils therefore ſhall be to conſider this corrupt 
Paftice; and to ſhow, in what reſpects it may 
ome under the Notion of Simony. In order to 
wich I ſhall, in the 

= place, conſider the Nature of the Crime 
Rt, - | 
Scondly, The Objects of it, or Things purcha- 
td; How far they are in their own nature ven- 
able, and how far nor. 5 

Thirdly, The Deſign and Meaning of the Laws 
tating to it. | EL» 
Fourthly, The ill Conſequences of Buying and 
ling of Preſentations. 

The firſt thing that comes under our Conſide- 


el lion, is the Nature of Simony in the ſeveral 
inches of it. And here, if we conſult the Gloſs 
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on O7hobon's Conſtitutions, we have this Account 


a 
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it: (5) Simonia eſt Spiritualium, vel Spirituali- 


anne vorum, præcedente pacto promiſſionis, con- 


8 K 


„ Hudwood Con. Otho. Tit. 3 3. de his qui pactionem faciunt 
præſentatis. | 


B 2 dittionis, 
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done to Almighty God, in the Profanation q; | 


Fecundæ, Quæſt gg. toe) Declaration againſt Sacrilege, P.. F 


4 A TREATISE of SIMONY. 
ditionis, modi, ſervitii, precum, ve] cujuſlibet tem] 
poralitatis, receptio, ſeu donatio. But this ſeem 
rather to be a Deſcription, than a Definition of 
it; as ſetting forth rather the particular Inſtant 
ces of it, than the nature of the Crime it el 
Tho. Aquinas therefore gives us à more full an 
adequate Notion, when he defines it to'be(s) 4 
tera violationis rei ſacræ ſpecies, que rei ſpiritualiq 
vel ejus quod ipſi anne rum eſt, venditione, emptione 
vel alio quovis non gratuito contractu, committitu® 
From whence we may obſerve, that Buying, de 
ling, or Contracting for Things ſpiritual, he mak 
a Species of Sacrilege; That being, as he (d) elſe 
where defines it, Rei ſacræ violatio. Conſonanf I be 
to which, Dr. Williams, late Biſhop of Offory, givq; 
this Definition of it. (e) “ Sacrilege, which th 
& Greets call te obi, and the ſacrilegious Perſof 
e οοοοι, is the Uſurpation or the Violation qq 
any ſacred thing; and by this Violation of it, #1 
& underſtood any kind of Irreverence, or diſhay 
©«nouring of it.” Sacrilegium dicitur quaſi Sacri legiun 
So that the Notion of ir, ought not to be co 
fined to the Robbing of Churches, or Stealing 
of things ſacred, as commonly it is. For that 
ſuch Theft be Sacrilege, yet it is not ſo, as it 
a Species of Theft, and a Breach of the Eight? 
Commandment ; but as it is an Act of Diſhonouf 


Abuſe of his holy Things. And accordingly, ſay 
Mr. Mede, (F) * It is an Error to be obſerved amoni 
«the Expoſitors of the Decalogue, who rank 8 
cc crilege as a Sin of the Eighth Commandment 
ce when Sacrilege, as Sacrilege, is a Sin of the fir 4 
(c) Tho. Aqu. ſecunda ſecundæ, Quæſt. 100. (4) Se cun 3 


CE) Mcde Diatfib- 27. p. 120. | 3 
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ATasertskE of SIMONy, 5. 
Table, and not of the ſecond, a Breach of the 
Loyalty we owe to God, and nat of the Duty 
ve owe to our Neighbour.” 85 
Now that Sony is a Violation of things ſa- 


bed, and conſequently Sacyilege, will farther ap- 
ber, if we conſider what is meant by things ſa- 
crd, and what by a Violation of them. 

All Sacredneſs, which we attribute to any 
ing, which of its own nature has no title ro 
lat Denomination, flows fibm the relation it has 
Yo God Almighty, as being diſcriminated and fer 
AY part for his Service, and fo enducd with 
ſe what we call a relative Holineſs. And this may 1 
u be aſcribed either to Perſons, Places, or Things, | 
FJ iz. the Magiſtracy and Clergy ; Churches; and = 
h the Utenſils and Revenues thereof. Beſides theſe, | 
o&Y there are other things which may come under | 
MY this Character, as deriving a Sacredneſs upon the | 
berſons, on whom they are conferr'd. Such 1 
of nue the Gifts and Graces of God; the Powers | 
„given by God unto Men, as that of Miniſtring 
me in ſacred things in the Church, and in Civil, in 
n the State. Theſe, as they flow from the Holy 0 
1@Y Ppirit, ſo, for diſtinction's ſake, Lrather call them 
- & piritual than Sacred. Now, as the. former of 
t theſe derive. their Holineſs from the relation they 
LY have to God, as being ſeparated and diſcriminated 
tom things common and. profane, fo whoſoever 
a dfolves that Relation, by putting them to any 
common uſe, may be ſaid to pollute them, or 
commit an Act of Violation upon, them. Hence 
nit. Paul is ſaid to have polluted the Pemple, bj 
ninging Greeks into it. Kenchbons Toy Gh % = 
roy. 7, hath polluted (or made common) this holy [| 
ace, Acts xxi. 28. The latter, as they are the. I 
EY vifts of God, ſo they may be ſaid. to be Violets, 1 
- | ; When 401 
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6 ATRkATTISE of Stony. 
when we pay too little Deference or Reſpe& to 


them, either by aſcribing them to ſome inferiour 


Cauſe, or by ſetting too ſmall a Value upen them. 
Both which, as Simon Magus was in an eminent 
manner guilty of, ſo they moſt properly conſti- 


tute, and make up that Sin, which, from him, 
goes under the Name of Simony among us. And 
this will plainly appear, if we conſider the Ac- 
count which the Holy Scripture gives us of it, 


Acts viii. 14. & ſeg. | 


Now when the Apoſtles, "which were at Jeruſalem, 
heard that Samaria had received the Word of God, 
they ſent unto them Peter and John; who, when they 
were come down, prayed for them, that they might © 
Then they laid their 
hands upon them, and they received the Holy Ghoft. © 
When Simon ſaw that thro' laying on of the Apoſtles 
hands the Holy Ghoſt was given, he offered them no- 
ney, ſaying, give me alſo this power, that on whom- 
ſoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
But Peter ſaid, Thy money periſh with thee, becauſe 
thou haſt thought that the Gift of God may be pur- Þ 
_ chaſed with money. In which Words theſe two 


recetve the Holy Ghoſt. 


things are to be conſidered. 
1. What it was that Simon defired. And, 


of it. 


red, this appears from the Words before cited, viz. 
to have a Power to confer the Holy Ghoſt. Whe- 
ther he deſired this Power excluſive of the Apo- 
ſtolick Office, or the Office it ſelf, to which this 
was then a concomitant, I ſhall not carneſtly 
contend. However the latter ſeems to be the 


more probable, becauſe he deſired the Power to- 
gether with the Means of conveying it, viz. Im- 


poſition 


2. The Means he propoſed for the obtaining 1 


As to the firſt, What it was that Simon deſi- 


E 


. the 
= $:c0nd place, The Means he made uſe of to ob- 
uin this Power, which was Money. By which 
ie became guilty of this twofold Impiety : 


ation of Hands, which is Peculiar to the 
Apoſtolick Office. Which ſoever it was, it equal- 
makes to my preſent purpoſe, they being both 
piritual; and conſequently a Diſhonour done to 


either of them, muſt be a Species of that Sin I 


m here ſpeaking of. How far Simon was guilty 
in this reſpect, will appear, by conſidering in 


1. Of aſcribing the Gift of God to ſome infe- 


wh 
= ur Agent 
8 
| . 0 110 8 2 
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2. Of leſſening the Value and Eſteem of it. 
1. Simon Magus, by offering to the Apoſtles 


Money to confer on him the Power of diſpen- 
ing the Gift of God, did Diſhonour to that Holy 
FJ ppirit, whoſe Gift it was, by aſcribing it to the 
J \poſtles, and ſo making it the Gift of Man, and 
vt of God. For no bod 

ay thing but of him, whom he either knows, 
Ir at leaſt ſuppoſes to be the Owner and Diſpoſer 
Af it: And, conſequently, Simon Magus, by offer- 
Ing Money to the Apoſtles, to beſtow on him the 


y goes about to purchaſe 


oower of conferring the Holy Ghoſt, muſt ſup- 


ve the Holy Ghoſt to be at their Diſpoſal. 
hence St. Auſtin ſays, (g) Simon putans hoc efſe 
umninum, voluit eſſe ſuum. Quod hominum putavit, 
% hominibus emere voluit. Upon which Account 
ne Hereſy of Simon Magus (for ſo the Ancients 


EY alled it) was by them looked upon to be more 
molerable, than that of Macedonius, and other 
mpugners of the Holy Ghoſt; for they made 


ue Holy Ghoſt the Servant of the Father, and of 
le Son; but he made him his own Servant. 


- W 8 8 
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2) D. Auguſt. Tome 10. p. 154 Tus 
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(Y Shaolin, Of Similitude, it bath the ſome Con- 


—— by 
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8 ATArATISE of SIMH CNN. 
Thus much for the Sin of Simon Magys, 4; | 
related t6 the Buying and Selling of Orders, « 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. But foraſinch 
the Buying and Selling of Ecclefiaftical Benefce 
and Dipnities, has tlie Title of Simony affixed i 
it, it may be worth our while, before we lea; 
this head, to confider why and tipon what Ac 
count it is ſo. . „ 
Dr. Whitby, upon Adds viii. 20. has theſe (1Þ 
Words; M bat relation this Sin bath to what ul 
now tall Simony, is not eaſy to toncetve : Only bel 
cauſe he (Simon Magus) *vo#1d have purchaſed thif 
ſpiritual Gift with Money; hence, by Analog), all 


purchaſing of ſpiritual Offices,” or Plates, by ſuch ſu 


ad means, dbth bear that Nams. 


Dr. Taylor accounts for it from the likeneſs of 
near reſemblance this has to that. (1) There are] 
fays he, ſeme Sins that are like others that are pu] 
med, which are not diftintt kinds, but like the Mi 

ffers of Africa, produced by heterogeneous 22 
07 equi vocal Generation. Thus to caſirate a Child iq 
maße him have a good Voice, is ſo like Crutlty, and 
the Unmercifulneſs of Homicide of Mutilation, aud 
is ſuch a Curioſity of Poluptuoiſmeſs aud Senſualityd 
that tho it wants a Name to fignify its whole Sing 


„ 
xd % ES SETS 


RD Eee ED a Te DE ER 
E 33 1 8 


fulneſs, jet it muſt ſtand condemned, tho' there be n 
Text againſt it, deſcribed expreſly in the Tables of thefi 
Law. To give Money for Eccleſiaſtical Prefermentsf 


is ſo like the Sin of Simon Magus, that it hath ob- 


tained his Name, and his Reproach, and yet it is nt 


the ſanie Crime': But upon the account of Fr. Pavul'ﬆf 


demmnation. 


SS * 
R „„ 25> — „ 0 * 9 % ® 5 „ „ a% a | 1 0 99 9 = 151 = * * 


( Annot. on the New Teſtament, 5 | 
(i) Ductor. Dub. L. 2. p. 397. (k) Gal. v. 21. And : 
| - . % 
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And indeed it is ſo like, chat I cannot ſee what 
other Name it can more properly be called by. 
For tho to give Money far Eccleſiaſtical Prefer 
ments be not the ſame ſpecific Crime Simon Ma- 
qu was guilty of, yet it will come under the fame 
Genus, and conſequently ought to come under 
the ſame Denomination, and, if conſidered in its 
Effects, may ſometimes not improperly come un- 
der the ſame Species too. For tho' it be not a 
direct purchaſing of Orders, yet it is a purchaſing 
of the Means of obtaining them, and without 
which they cannot regularly be had, And this 
vill appear, if we conſider the 33d Canon of our 
Jl Church, which I ſhall here tranſcribe, in order 
v ſet it in a true light, becauſe the Meaning and 
Deſign of it ſeems to be generally miſtaken. . 
It bath been laug fioce provided, hy many De- 


4 : mes of the ancient Fathers, that none ſhould be 
; WY «inirred,, either Deacon or Prieſt, who bath. not 


"WW /ome certain place, where be might uſe bis 
ll fon. According ts which Examples we do 


„%, that henceforth no Parſon ſhall he admit- 
„/ into ſacred Orders, except he ſhall at that time 


„ir 70 rhe Biſhop, of whom be defireth Impoſi<: 


4 of Hands, a Preſentation of himſelf to ſome 


BY Ecie/ofical Preferment then void in bis Diaceſe, 
hall bring to the ſaid Biſhop a true aud undoubi- 
WW” Certificate, that either he is provided of ſame 


ch within the Dioceſe,” where he, may attend 


Ws Cure of Souls, or of ſome Miniſter's place va- 
Wis, either in the Cathedral Church of that Dio- 


"tf, er in ſoms other Collegiate Church therein al- 


. b ſituate, Where he may execute bis Miniſtry 35 * 


<> D 


he is a Fellow, or in right as a Fellow, or to 
47 Conduct, or Chaplain in ſome College in Cam- 
ige or Oxford, or except be be a Maſter of 
C Arts 


— 


10 ATRREATISE of SIMON. 

Arts of fue Years landing, that liveth of bis ounlffy, 
Charge in either of the Univerſities, or except | ( 

the Biſhop himſelf, that doth ordain him Mini ſter 
| he be ſhortly after to be admitted either to ſome Bf, 
1 nefice or Curatſhip then void. And if any Biſngfl, 
ſhall admit any perſon into the Miniſtry that hatf. 
none of theſe Titles, as is aforeſaid, then be ſhall, 
keep and maintain him with all things neceſſary, 
till he do prefer him to ſome Ecclefiaſtical Living. i, 
Now I know not how it comes to paſs, tha 7 
: the Qualification here required, is by moſt con 0 
ö ſtrued to be ſuch, as puts a Man in a Capaci; 
A of maintaining himſelf, and that the Title here re; 
J quired, is no more than a Title to ſome Ecclefi b 
F aſtical Preferment, which may put a Man out « N 
AI the reach of Poverty, and conſequently out il 
b Danger of becoming chargeable to the Biſhop ii 

A caſe of Want. However the Church might 
q have an Eye to this, as it is plain, from the # Ni 
l ter part of this Canon, She had; eſteeming ir 
| undecent that thoſe, who have dedicated then kr 
ſelves to the Service of God, ſhould be put M 
any ſervile or mean Employment for their ow, 
Subſiſtence; yet if we conſider the Preamb e 
=_ of this Canon, (1) (which is as it were a Key 8 i 
=_ open a way to the Underſtanding thereof) H 
y | likewiſe the whole Deſign and Scope of it, ll na 
L ſhall find that this was only a ſecondary, not til, 
Y primary Intention of it; which was, That eve 0 
b one to be admitted to Holy Orders, ſhould hall 
= ſome Cure to exerciſe his Miniſtry in; and tha: 
the Title here required, is not a Title to ſoii; 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, conſidered as a Beneſiq; * 


_—— 


() Cook's Inſtit. 1. p. 79s | 
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but as it obliges the Perſon who has it, to the 
Offices thereof. | | Toke 
Hence a Title and Cure were originally con- 
rertible Terms. And (m) Mr. Mede aſſigns one 
Jof theſe two as a Reaſon, why the Roman Church 
called Churches by the Name of Tituli; either 
ſcalſſ becauſe by their Dedication, the Name of Chriſt 
ar ur Lord was, as it were, inſcribed upon them, 
s the manner then was to ſet the Names or 
Titles of the Owners upon their Houſes and Poſ- 
efions) and ſo it would concur in Notion with 
thoſe other Names of Kuen and Baſilica, the 
lrd's and the King's Houſe or elſe becauſe they 
gave a Title of Cure or Denomination to the Preſ- 
ters to whom they were committed. For the 
Chief or Epiſcopal Church I doubt (ſays he) whe- 
der it were ſo called or not. 5 
And therefore the ingenious (2) Mr. Nelſon has 
ſerved, That tho? ordaining Perſons and colla- 
ing them to Benefices are not only different, but 
bparable, yer, becauſe it is appointed by the Laws 
our Church, that the Office is inſeparable from 
e Benefice, and that there ſhould be no Mini- 
Wir re Titulo allowed among us; therefore the 
bing or taking Money for a Preſentation, or 
ollation, Cc. (except what is appointed to be 
ad as Fees for Inſtruments) is with us called Si- 
%, and made puniſhable as ſuch: In as much 
g tho' it be not Buying or Selling of a ſpiritu- 
ift, it is nevertheleſs the Buying and Selling 
(chat which is annext to a ſpiritual Gift, and 
may add, preparatory to it. „ 
he Summ then in ſhort of what has been 
Wd, is this: Tho' our Church has, in ſome Ca- 


ns... 


— ——_— 


=") Treatiſe of Churches, p. 328. : In) Companion to the 
n Felivals of the Church of Enaland, 602. & 


2 


12 ATA HAT TSH df SIMONY, 
ſes, thbught fit to accept of ſuch a Title, us dow 
not oblige the Perſon who has it to any Miniſte. 
rial Function, or Cure of Souls, and ſo in this 
reſpect recedes from the ſtrict Diſcipline of the 
primitive Church; yet as She admits none into 
Orders without ſome Title, ſo whenever this 
Title is the Purchaſe of Money, the Orders con- 
ſequent thereupon may ſeem tb be ſo too. And 
when a bought Preſentation is ſubſervient to this 
End, the Buying and Selling of it may, I think) 
be look'd upon as Simony, in the firſt and prima- 
_ fy Notion, in which Simon Magus was guilty off 
it; as being, tho? not directly, yet confequentlyfl 
a a purchaſing of Orders, or the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 USE Pay, } 
But becauſe this does not always riſe ſo high 
either in the Intent of the Parchafer, or in th 
Effects of it, I ſhall therefore wave this Conſidef 
ration, and proceed to enquire, Why the purf 
chaſing of a Benefice comes under the Notioff 
of Simony. And this I ſhall do, by confiderin 
Second place, The Objects or Things purchaf 
fed, how far they are in their own nature ven 
dible, and how far not. 1 
And in this cafe I cannot but obſerve, wha 
the learned (o) Mr. Hooker has long ſince obſeiſ 
ved before me, That the Mixture of thoſe thing 
by Speech, which by Nature are divided, is th 
Mother of all Error; to take away that Err 
which Confuſion bringeth, Diſtinction is requſ 
ſite. Thus it happens in the Caſe before ui 


wy 


Men being led away with the Names of Benq 


9-0 | R 5 
fice, Living or Preferment, Names given to ti (a 
— u W : 9 Oe? as 4 | ( 
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Cure of Souls upon the account of the Emolu- 
ment that attends it, have thence look'd upon 
the Cure it ſelf to be a Temporal, and conſe- 
quently capable of being bought and ſold, as 
other Temporals are. Whereas they ought to 
conſider, That () abe Right of diſcharging a ſpi- 
ritual Truft, is that which gives a Right of enjoying 
the Profits, which the Wiſdom and Charity of Prin- 
es, and other Perſons: of Eftates, to make Endows 
ments of Parochial Churches, for the Support and En- 
auragement of thoſe in Holy Orders to attend upon 
the Service of God in them, hath annexed thereunto. 
Hence, as the Author of the Hiffory of the Coun- 
cl of Trent hath obſerved, () The Clergy having 
divided among themſelves all the Revenues of the 
Church, the Charges, which before were called 
Miniſteries and Offices of ſpiritual Care, the Tem- 
porality being now more eſteemed, were named 
Benefices. And accordingly the Charge it felf 
was more or leſs valued, as the Endowment was 
greater or leſs. 
But this is an irregular way of proceeding, and 
beginning of our Calculation at the wrong end. 


And therefore thoſe who are fond of ſuch Pur- 
chaſes, ought to conſider, that it is not the Be- 
WJ ncfice they purchaſe, but the Cure, to which the 
benefice is annext. Upon which account ir 


; would not be improper for thofe, who fill our 


6: 
2 
8 
2 


News Papers with Advertifements of this kind, 
s alter their Stile, and inſtead of faying that 
aul bere is the perpetual Advowſon; or the next Pre- 
MY {nation to a Living, of ſuch or ſuch a Value, to 
bee fold; to tell the World, that they have the 
WT Care of ſo many Hundred or Thouſand Souls ta 


| 


(p) Biſhop Stillingfleet. Bonds of Reſignation, p. 206 
J Kiftory of the Council of Trent, P. 234. l 


be 
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be diſpoſed of at ſuch or ſuch a Rate. Which 


if rightly conſidered, Men would not, I believe, 
be ſo forward, as now they are, to purchaſe that, 


which may not improperly be called præcipuum, 


ac ſpiritualiſſimum Dei Donum ; The Right to ex- 
erciſe ones ſpiritual Function over this or that 


particular Flock, being a Gift of God, conferred -| 


by the Hands of the Biſhop alone, who, as he is 


Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth, ſo the Cure conferr'd | 
by his Hands, is in Holy Writ ſaid to be given 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Hence ſays St. Paul to the | 


Elders at Epheſus, (r) Take heed unto your ſelves, 

and to all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 

made you Overſeers. CER | 
And tho' ſome may attribute their Livings 


wholly to the Preſentation of their Patrons, as 


that which gives them the ſole and abſolute Righr 


and Title to them, yet, I think, they are much 


miſtaken who do ſo. For as the (s) Right of Pa- 


trons was not an original and abſolute Right to 
diſpoſe of Benefices as they pleaſed, but a limited B 
Truſt repoſed in them, to recommend (or nominate) i 
ft Perſons to diſcharge the Duties of their places; 
ſo the Biſhops are ſtill in Law the Judges of the 
firneſs of the Perſons to be employed in the fe- 
veral parts of their Dioceſes. And as the Patrons 
never had the abſolute Diſpoſal of their Benefices 
upon their own Terms; ſo if they did not preſent W 
fit Perſons, and that too within the limited time, 
the Care of the Places did return to the Biſhop, WM 
who was then bound to provide for them. So 
that tho” the Patrons may preſent, it is the Bi- 
ſhop only that admits to the Cure; the Preſen- 
tation being only, as I may ſay, a previous Qua- 


— 8 


(7) As Ax. 28. (0 Stillingfleet, Bonds of Reſignation. p. 32- 
| | lification 
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jfication thereunto. And this comes farther con- 
firmed to us from this Conſideration, (t) That all 
Reſignations muſt be made to the Biſhop; and 
whatſoever are not, are in themſelves void Ir 
being but reaſonable, that the Care of Souls 
ſhould be reſigned into thoſe Hands from whence 
it came. | 5 

From what hath been ſaid, I think it plainly 
appears, that all Benefices, as they are attended 
with the Care of Souls, are things in their own 
nature Spiritual, and conſequently not to be pur- 
chaſed without the Sin of Simony; the like may 
be ſaid of buying a Preſentation, by which I 
mean 1n this place, not the Right of Preſenting, 
but the Preſentation it ſelf, Which as it is (a) 
Rei ſpirituali annexum, annexed to, fo it takes the 
Name of a thing Spiritual. Not that it really is 
ſo, or that every thing that is annext to Spiritu- 
als comes under this Conſideration, but as it is 


preparative to what is ſo, or, as I may rather 
ſay, as the Spiritual neceſſarily goes along with 


it: He who has a Preſentation, being (unleſs 
ſome legal Impediment intervene) entitled to the 
Benefice to which it is made. This is ſo clear, 


that the purchaſing of a Preſentation into a vacant | 


Living, is allowed on all hands to be Simony; bur 
not ſo in caſe the Incumbent be. living, and in 
Health. But I cannot ſee how this can make 
ary eſſential Alteration in the Caſe; for if the 
Purchaſe it ſelf be naughr and illegal, it cannot 


become otherwiſe by any () Circumſtances what- 


ſever. The Purchaſer may indeed by this means 


[oO — 


(:) Biſhop Still. Bonds of Keſignat. p. 58. 


(a) Vid. Lyndwood, L. 2. Tit. 6 de jure jurando, not. pactio- 


nem. Tho. Aqui. ſecunda ſecundæ Quæſt. 100 Art. 4. 
v) Bonum non niſi ex integra Caula, malum ex quolibet de lectu. 
; | gl miſs 
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miſs of his Deſign, whether he intended the Li- 
ving for himſelf or his Friend. But this no ways 
alters the nature of the thing it ſelf: Since who- 


ſoever enjoys a Living by vertue of ſuch a Pre- 


ſentation, may be ſaid to be, tho? not Simoniacus, 
yet in Foro Conſcientiæ at leaſt Simoniace promotus : 


The Living following the Preſentation, and the 


- Preſentation the Contract. 


And thus much for the Preſentation it ſelf; 
Proceed we now to conſider the Right of Pre- 
ſenting, or the jus patronat4s, and that whether 


it be perpetual, or only for one ſingle turn. The 


latter of which comes fo near what has been ſaid 
in relation to the Preſentation it ſelf, that in ſe- 
veral caſes it can hardly well be diitinguithedf 
from it. But becauſe it partakes of the nature off 
that Right, which is perpetual, I ſhall therefore 


treat of it under that Conſideration. 
And here we may take notice, that The. Aqui- 
nas calls theſe (x) Spiritualibus annexa; but not i 


ſo ſtrict a Senſe as the other, they being tiled ſol 
in quantum ad ſpiritualia ordinantur. And there 
fore, as he farther adds, aliquo modo vendi poſſuni i 


non autem in quantum ſunt ſpiritualibus anne va. Up. 


on this account probably it is, that our Law al 
lows to Patrons the Liberty of Selling the Right 


of Advowſons. Which Liberty, as it is (as By 


thop Silling fleet has obſerved ())) a Privilegq 
which is not allowed in other Countries, wher 


the Eccleſiaſtical Law is ſtricter than here in £28 


land; fo Biſhop Burnet has this farther (z) ReW 
mark, „That the ſeparating the Advowſon tron... 
the Eſtate, to which it was (originally) annex; 


| (x) Secunda ſecundæ Quæſt. io Art 4. ( Bonds of Reſignat. 3 2 


-(z) Additional Chapter to the Paſtoral Care. 


A TaEATI8 5 ASinenr. _ 
& ed, and the Selling it, or a Turn in it, as 
« an Eſtate by it ſelf, is, as far as he hath been 
& able to learn, a Practice riſen among. us, that 
& ir is only among us, and in no other Nation 
or Church wharſoever. . _ 
How far this Practice may be juſtified, aloud 
lanſcientid, either of the Buyer or Seller, is what 
sfarther to be enquired into. In order to which, 


may not be improper, to conſider the Nature 


nd Original of what we call Advowſons, or Right 

f Preſentation to any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment. 
the Account which Biſhop S:illingfleet gives is 
Wis, (a) That, in the firit Settlement of this 
urch of England, the Biſhops of the ſeveral 


oceſes had them (i. e. both the Duty and 


Wicvenues of the Church) under their own 
amediate Care; and the Clergy living in a 
lommunity with them, whom they ſent A- 
ad to ſeveral parts of their Diocefes, as they 
Occaſion ro employ them. Bur that by de- 
res they ſaw a Neceſſity of fixing Presbyters 
hin och a compals, to attend upon the Ser- 
e of God among the People, who were the 
ubitants: That theſe Precincts, which are 
Ne called Pariſhes, were at firſt much larger, 
d caſt into ſuch Diviſions in each Dioceſe, as 
obably make up the ſeveral Deaneries | ſince. 
What when Lords of Manors were inclined to 
id Churches, for their own Conveniences, 
found it neceſſary to make ſome Endow- 
Wits, to oblige thoſe who officiated in their 
WW urches to a diligent Attendance: That upon 
che ſeveral Biſhops were very well content 
let thoſe Patrons have the N omination of Per- 


n ** 
— 
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18 ATAEATISE of StMONY, 
ſons to thoſe Churches, provided they were ſa 
tisfied of their Fitneſs, and that ſuch Nomina 
tion was not deferr'd beyond a limited time; ſq 
that, as he farther obſerves, the Right of Pref 
ſentation is nothing elſe but a Truſt, and thaff 
too a limited one. A Preſentation being only 
the Nomination of a Clerk unto the Biſhop q 
Ordinary for the time, to be by him admittc$ 
and inſtituted into the Church or Benefice tha 
15 void. : | i 
Hence (5) Preſentation, Nomination, and Col 
lation, are ſometimes uſed in Law for the ſam | 
thing. And tho” they are ſometimes diſtinguiſh 
ed, yet is it as they are different Modes of thi 
fame thing; a Preſentation being an Offering 
the Clerk to the Ordinary, and Nomination bi 
ing the Offering of the Clerk to him who ha 
power to preſent. And this Account of til 
Right of Preſentation ſeems to anſwer that whiq; 
is given of it in Lyndwood. (c) Jus patronatis Þ 
gas honorificum, oneroſum, & utile, alicui in EcileM 
competens, pro eo, quod Diœceſani licentia, five c 
fenſu illam fundavit, dotavit, vel confiruxit. Whe 
we may obſerve, that this Right hath theſe thy 
Epithets annexed to it, honourable, burthenſo 
and uſeful. Honourable, as it is an Effect of 
Man's having been a Benefactor to the Churc 
Burthenſom, in that it is attended with that gi 
and weighty Care of nominating fit and pro . 
Perſons for the Service of the Church, as li JV 
wiſe of protecting and defending it in its Rig 
which whoſoever conſcientiouſly takes care, 
do, as he performs an acceptable piece of ” 


(4 


— Le Mt 


(6) Dr. Watſon's complete Incumbent. p. 104 | 
0) be jure patronatus. C. 1. ver- jus patronatus. 
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vice to God and the Church, ſo he has diſchar- 
J ::d that Truſt repoſed in him, which is called 

J Uſcful upon that account. | 

Under this Notion and Confideration of the 
thing, as the Righr of Preſentation is no more 

than a Truſt, fo the Patron, in the due diſcharge 

of it, can reap to himſelf no ſecular Advantage; 
and conſequently the Right it ſelf being for this 
reaſon eſteemed to be res nullius pretiz, mult hke- 
wiſe be look'd upon as not vendible upon that 
account; unleſs a Man will think it worth his 
W while to purchaſe that, which in its own nature 

s nothing worth. i 

Now that it is ſo, as well in its own Nature 
Iss in the Eye of the Law, appears from hence, 
bat a Preſentation may be made, by the King, 
f Patron, by his Privy Seal, and as well by the 
Word of the Patron only, (Infants themſelves not 
ccepted) unleſs a Corporation aggregate be 
WJ Patron, as by an Inftrument in Writing. And 
or this Dr. Watſon (d) gives this as a Reaſon, 
becauſe nothing is given or granted by a Preſen- 
Intion; ir being but a Commendation of a Clerk 
o the Ordinary, or Declaration of the Patron's 
win, and not any Intereſt. And this appears 
tom this farrher Confideration, (e) Thar if a 
WJ rcbendary, having an Advowſon belonging in 
1 Fee to his Prebend, doth leaſe his Prebend cum 
ninibus commoditatibus, amolumentis, proficuts, & ad- 

py antagiis, the Advowſon doth nor paſs by ſuch 

words, becauſe they imply only-things gainful, 
o WJ vich is contrary to the nature of an Advowſon. 

- oh True it is, the Learned in the Law do look 


won an Advowſon to be a temporal Inheritance, 


4 — —„— 
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| (e) Ibid. p. 57. | 
2 Since 


4 Complete Incumbent, p. 10g. 
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Since (as Mr. Nelſon ſays (F)) it may be Aſcits in 
the Hands of an Executor ; a Widow may be endo- 
ed with it, and a Husband may be Tenant by the Cyr. 
teſy; a Fine may be levied, or a common Recovery 
ſuffered; it may be forfeited upon an Attainder of Fe 
lony, and it may be loſs by Uſurpation, and Plenatr 

of 6 Months, by Recuſancy, Outlawry, or Lapſe] 

But then (as (g) Sir Edward Coke tells us) tho' if 

| be what a Man hath as abſolute Ownerſhip and 

6 Property in, as he hath in his Lands or Rents$ 

5 yet he ſhall not plead, that he is ſeiſed (+) in Do 

minico ſuo ut feodo, becauſe that Inheritance faÞ 

vouring not de Domo, cannot either ſerve for thE 

| Suſtentation of him, or his Houſhold, nor anf 

| thing can be received for the ſame for defraying 

1 of Charges. And therefore he cannot ſay, thaf 

he is ſeiſed in Dominico ſuo ut de feode; wherebY 

(as he adds) it appeareth how the Common Law 

doth deteſt Simony, and all corrupt Bargains toll 

Preſentations to any Benefice; but that I,,, 

perſona for the diſcharge of the Cure ſhould b, 

preſented freely, without expectation of ant: 

0 

h 

0 
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thing; nay, fo cautious is the Common Law in th 
point, that the Plaintiff in a Qæare impedit ſhoul 
recover no Damages for the Loſs of his Preſen 
tation, until the Statute of VV. 2. Cap. y. an 
that is the reaſon that a Guardian in Socage ſha 


JJ ogy > 01 ] ͥ » ] ] .. 
7 


Y Rights of the Clergy, p. 28. (g) i Inftit. 17 b. 

(%) In Dominico ſuo ut feodo, Dominicum in feodo ſean! 
not only that Inheritance wherein a Man hath proper Dominion or Omi 
ſhip, as it is diſtinguiſhed from the Lands which another doth h 
of him in Service, but that which is manual occupied, manured a 
poſſeſſed, for the neceſſary Suſtentation. Maintenance and Sup portal 
of the Lord and his Houſbold and ſawoureth de domo of ihe Hon 
either ad menſam for his or their Board aud Suftcntaiion or manu 
ly received (as Rents) for bearing and defraying of neceſſary Charg ; 


— * 


priviick or private. IInſtit. 17 as 
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A TREATISE of SIMON. 21 
not preſent to an Advowſon, becauſe he can take 
nothing for it, and by conſequence he cannot ac- 
count for it: And by Law he can meddle with 
nothing that he cannot account for. From which 
Conſideration of an Advowſon's being a Tempo- 
ral, the ſame Author propoſes, and anſwers this 
following Quære. (i) Sed quando preſentatio, & 


jus patronatiis ſunt temporalia, queritur guomodo fit 


Simonia per donum pecunie pro illis* Reſpondendum 
%, quod jus patronatus & preſentatio dicuntur ſpiri- 
tualia reſpectu rei ad quam preſentatur, que ſpiritu- 
alis eff. For which he cites Lyndwood, Cap. de 


jure jurando, fol. 860, Which ſaid Doctrine (as 


Dr. Gib/on (k) obſerves) and the plain Tendency 
thereof, are exactly agreeable, not only to the na- 
ture of Advowſons, which are merely a "Truſt 
veſted in the Hands of Patrons by conſent of the 
Biſhop, for the Good of the Church and Reli- 
gion; bur alſo to the expreſs Letter of the Canon 
Law; the Rule of which is, jus patronatus, cum 
ft ſpirituali anne xum, vendi, vel emi non poteſt. But 
the Notion and Practice of making Merchandiſe 
of Advowſons and next Avoidances, is not ſo eaſi- 
ly reconciled, either to the Laws of the Church, 
or the ancient Laws of the Land, or ro the na- 
ture of Advowſons, conſidered (as they certainly 
ought in Reaſon and good Conſcience to be conſi- 
dered) in the nature of mere Truſts for the Bene- 
fit of Mens Souls. Nor does it follow, either 
from the Patron's being now veſted with that 
Right by the Common Law, or- from its being 
next to a temporal Inheritance, that it is it 
ſelf a temporal Inheritance, or ought (legally 
peaking) to be conſidered other wiſe than as a 


— 


—— — 


() 3 Inflit. p. 1593. (&) Ced x Juris Ecc e ſiaſtici, b. 796. 
: ſpiritual 


the Manors, and the Grants of next Avoidances, 
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ſpiritual Truſt, ſince it is certain, that the Foun. 
dation of the nan was the conſent of the Bi. 
ſhop, and (as to the continuance) the Church 
hath her Common Law as well as the State; and | 
for what they call Appendancy, it amounts to ng 
more than this, That a Truſt of a ſpiritual Na- 
ture, and for ſpiritual Ends, ſhall reſt in the ſame 
Perſon to whom the temporal Inheritance doth 
belong. For the Separation of Adyowſons from 


and the like, were Steps taken afterwards, and | 
what undoubtedly were never thought of by the | 
Biſhop upon the firſt Conceſſion, who had no- 
thing in his Eye but the Encouragement of ſuch | 
ious Foundations, and a reaſonable Reſpect to 
the Founder (who was ſuppoſed to dwell there) | 
in the nomination of ſuch a Clerk, as might be 
acceptable to himſelf, under the Reſtraint of be- 
ing admitted or not admitted by the Biſhop. 
So that tho' an Advowſon, as deſcendable to 


Heirs and purchaſable in Fee, may be ſaid to be 

a thing Temporal, yet, in ſome reſpects, and as 
it has relation to the thing preſented to, it may 
be ſtiled a Spiritual. Hence (7) Mr. Metford tells * 
us, from Horn's Speculum Fufticiariorum, That the 
Advowſon of a Church is ſo much in the Spiri 
tuality, that there can be no alienation thereof 
but in Fee ſimple. : From whence he proceeds tof t 
argue thus: If this were Law under Edw.1. an * 
6 EJw. 2. in whoſe Reign this Reverend Judgq t 
ce js {aid to live, how came it to be altered? anq N 
“ Contracts pro hac vice now thought lawful Wl" 
« Do the Lawyers change the Law at their pleagi "! 
c“ ſure, as Scctaries do Religion? Then is both 0 
(%) General Diſcourſe ef Simory, p. 115. | —_ #XK 

| g 8 CC Religio = 
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« Religion and Law ambulatory, and may both 
« leave the Kingdom at length; we may hope a 
« right Exgliſh Parliament will find time to re- 
« trench. theſe Enormities, and new lopp this 
« overgrown Tree of Avarice.” This is in ſome 
meaſure already effected, by a late Act for pre- 
venting any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons from Buying 
the next Avoidance of any Church Preferment. 

And had our Parliament gone upon Archbiſhop. 
Bancroft's (m) Scheme, and made it Simony to 

ſell Advowſons as well as Preſentations; or enact- 

ed, that all Advowſons to be hereafter made, 


ſhould be utterly void, they had put an effectual 


Stop to any corrupt Practice of this kind. | 
However, if in the mean time Men would look 
upon theſe things purely as Matters of Truſt, exclu- 
hve of all Advantage or ſecular Intereſt which they 
may any ways tend to ſerve and promote; if they 
would conſider Patrons of Churches as Stewards 
only entruſted by God Almighty, to whom they 
muſt one Day render an Account what uſe they 
have made of that Depoſitum committed to them; 
25, I believe, there would be but few that would 
lay out much upon them, ſo whatever Value any 
one may ſet upon or purchaſe theſe things at, 
under theſe Conſiderations, I ſhall apply to him 
the Words of the P/almif}, Good Inck have thou 
with thine honour. But when Men look upon 
theſe things as temporal Emoluments, purchaſing 
them to make an addition to their Eſtate, or, as 
it is but the too common practice, to make a Pro- 
riſion for the younger Branch of a Family, whom 
perhaps neither God nor Nature deſigned for the 
Work of the Miniſtry; as they who do ſo, are 


— 


n) Collier's Eccleſiaſt. Hiſtory, Part. 2. p. 698. 
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/ 


moved by ſordid Principles and finiſter Ends, ſo 
I cannot ſee how they can acquit themſelyes of 
the Sin I am now ſpeaking of. For, as 1 obſer- 
ved before, there is mental as well as real Simony, 


it being in this caſe the Mind or Intention that 


ſpecifies the Act. And accordingly it has been 


adjudged, that if A. doth buy the next Avoidanee, | 
with an Intent to preſent B. and the Church be- 
coming void, A. doth preſent B. accordingly, this 


is Simony. | 


I proceed now to conſider the Deſign and | 


Meaning of the Laws concerning it. And they 
are of two ſorts; The Canon, and the Statute 


Laws: Or the Laws of the Church, and the 


Laws of the State. As to the former, I have, 
from what I have already alledged from the Ca- 


noniſts concerning the nature of this Sin, ſuffi- 
ciently ſhown what their Notiohs of it were; that 


their Laws were likewiſe equal to the extent of 


it, may appear as well from the nature of the 
thing, as from the Words of the Laws them- 
ſelves. For it muſt be ridiculous and abſurd to 
prohibit by Law any one Vice, unleſs the Law 
extends to every particular Branch of it. And 
fince they have comprehended under the nature 
of Simony, not only the purchaſing with Money, 
but the procuring by Promiſe, Service, Flattery W 
or the like, the Preſentation to any Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferment, the Laws prohibiting the Crime in 

eneral muſt be defective, unleſs. they likewiſe 
prohibited all thoſe ſeveral ways, by which Meng 


might become guilty of it. 


Now to any one who will conſult the Laws 
made in this behalf, nothing can appear more 
ſtrict and ſevere.; as not only puniſhing (as far a5 
human Laws are capable) every particular Inſtancq; 


ot 
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of it with the utmoſt Rigour; but whereas this 
is a Crime which may be ſo clandeſtinely com- 
of Wl mitted, as that the Criminals only may be con- 
'- Wl ſcious of it, therefore it has been long ſince, and 
7 ſill continues to be an Eccleſiaſtical Law among 
ar us, That whoſo offers himſelf for Inſtitution to 
- Wl zoy Living, ſhall by Oath purge himſelf of this 
© Wl Crime. Thus it was decreed in a Synod held at 
© Wl 0x0, by Stephen Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Anno 
"> WH 1222. () Ut Epiſcopus ab eo qui preſentatus ſibi fu- 


nem illam nec promiſerit, nec dederit aliquid præſen- 
tanti, nec aliquam propter hoc inierit pattionem. To 


Church, as an Explication, or rather an Amplifi- 
cation of the foregoing one. To avoid the dete- 
fable Sin of Simony, becauſe Buying and' Selling of 
Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Functions, Offices, Promo- 
tions, Dignities and Livings, is execrable before God; 


Biſhops, or any other Perſon or Perſons, having Au- 
bority to admit, inſtitute, collate, inſtall, or to con- 
im the Election of any Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or other 
Perſon or Perſons, to any Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
lunction, Dignity, Promotion, Title, Office, Juriſ- 
= 470m, Place or Benefit, with Cure or without Care, 
4% any other Eccleſiaſtical Living whatſoever, ſball 
ol 'fore every ſuch Admiſſion, Inſtitution, Collation, 
iallation, or Confirmation of Eleftion, reſpectively 
Bl inifer to every Perſon hereafter to be admitted, in- 
ſuted, collated, inſtalled or confirmed in, or to any 
Wl 4chb:/hoprick, Biſhoprick, or other Spiritual or Ec- 
ol i fa/tical Function, Dignity, Promotion, Title, Furiſ- 


1 — 
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(n) Lyndwood de jurejurando. C. przſ -na Statuto. 81 


erit, recipiat juramentum, quod propter præſentatio- 


which I ſhall only add the 40th Canon of our 


therefore the Archbiſhop, and all and every Biſhop or 


lion, Place or Benefice, with Cure or without Cure, 


* 
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or in or to any Eccleſiaſtical Living whatſoever, this 
Oath in manner and form following, the ſame to be | 
taken by every one whom it concerneth, in his own 
Perſon and not by Proctor; I N. N. do ſaear, That 
Ibave made no Simoniacal Payment, Contract, or Pro- 
miſe, directly or indirectly, by my ſelf, or by. any other 
10 my Knowledge, or with my Conſent, to any Perſian 
or Perſons whatſoever, for or concerning the procu- 
ring and obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, Place, 
Preferment, Office, or Living, (reſpectively and par- 
ticularly naming the ſame whereunto' he is to be ad- 


1 


mitted, inſtituted, collated, inſtalled or confirmed) nor 
will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfy any ſuc 
kind of Payment, Contract or Promiſe, made by any 
other without my Knowledge or Conſent. So help nd 
God thro' Feſus Chriſt. 3 ; 
| Theſe two Canons being ſufficient to prove 
| wWuat formerly was, and ſtill continues to be th 
. Senſe of the Church as to this particular, I half 
add no more, only I ſhall make ſome Obſervation 
upon them before I proceed. =_ 

_ Firſt, Let it be obſerved, that ſome things ar 
forbidden becauſe unlawful, and ſome unlawful 
becauſe forbidden. Of the former kind, is thif 
Crime I am here ſpeaking of; which is therqf 
fore ſo ſtrictly provided againſt, as being a der 

. ſtable Sin, and execrable before God. So thiY 
tho' the Oath extends only to Eccleſiaſtical Pe 


= ſons, as being more immediately concerned, al 4 
2 ſo more liable ro Temptation upon that accoun 
= pyer whoever elle are concerned in Buying al 


Selling of Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Funct:on 
Offices, Promotions, Dignities and Livings, 4 
involved in the ſame degree of Guilt. And ho 
ever they may eſcape the Cognizance of the Bl 


ternal Courts, yet there is an internal one, wh'Y 
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they will not ſo eaſily get a Releaſe from. For 
whatſoever is malum in ſe, in it ſelf evil, will con- 
tinue ſo, whether there were any Human Laws 
to prohibir it, or not. Upon which account no 
doubt it is, that the Canon Law not only cen- 
ſures thoſe who are principally engaged in any 
Simoniacal Contracts, but all Abettors and Pro- 
moters thereof, under the Title of (o) Inventores 
 proxenete, Traders and Brokers in ſpiritual 
things. | 


Secondly, Let it be conſidered, that whatſoever. 


is Evil in its own Nature, cannot become other- 
wiſe by any Circumſtances whatſoever and ſince 
the Buying and Selling of Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments, whether in Preſent or Ręverſion, is fo, 
neither the Laws themſelves, nor any Circum- 
ſtances of Time, can make any altcration there- 
in. But if it be conſidered in the | 
Laſt place, That the Laws themſelves have for- 
bid it in the moſt general Terms, without any 
Reſtriction or Limitation, I cannot ſce how we 
can make Exceptions where the Law has made 
none. 15 
But becauſe the Buying of the next Preſentati- 
on has generally been looked upon not to be Si- 
moniacal, provided the preſent Incumbent. be in 
Health, and that becauſe the Statute Law has 


made no Proviſion againſt it; I ſhall therefore 


enquire into the Reaſons of this Determination, 
and whether the Indemnity from Puniſhment 1s 


ſufficient to ſatisfy a Man's Conſcience in this 


reſpet. And here I ſhall, in the i place, re- 
cite ſo much of the Statute it ſelf, as relates to 
my preſent purpoſe. Which is 8:47, Anno Triceſ. 


— = MEISE. 420-08 
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Prim. Reg. Eliz. the only one that I know relating 
to this Matter. | | 
V. Be it further enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, that if any Perſon, or Perſons, Bodies politick 
and corporate, ſhall or do at any time after the end 
of fourty Days next after the end of this Seſſion of 
Parliament, for any Sum of Money, Reward, Gift, 
Profit or Benefit, directly or indireftly, or for or by 
reaſon of any Promiſe, Agreement, Grant, Bond, 
Covenant, or other Aſſurance of or for any Sum of 
Mone), Reward, Gift, Profit or Benefit whatſoever, 
directly or indireftly, preſent or collate any Perſon to 
any Benefice with Cure of Souls, Dignity, Prebend | 
or Living Eccleſiaſtical, or give or beſtow the ſame, | 
for or in reſpett of any ſuch corrupt Cauſe or Conſide- 
ration, that then every ſuch Preſentation, Collation, 
Gift and Beſtowing, and every Admiſſion, Inſtitution, 
Inveſtiture and Induction thereupon, ſhall be utterly 
void, fruſtrate, and of none Effe# in Law; And Wi 
that it ſhall, and may be lawful to and for the Queen's Wi 
Majeſty, her Heirs and Succeſſors, to preſent, collate 
unto, or give or beffow every ſuch Benefice, Dignity, Wi 
Prebend and Living Eccleſiaſtical, for that one time 
or turn only, and that all and every Perſon or Per- 
"ſons, Bodies politickeand corporate, that from hence- Wi 
forth ſhall give or take any ſuch Sum of Money, Re- 
ward, Gift or Benefit, directly or indirefly, or that 
ſhall take or make any ſuch Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Co- 
penant,or other Aſſurance, ſhall forfeit and loſe the double 
Value of one Year's Profit of every ſuch Benefice, Dig- 
nity, Prebend and Living Eccleſiaſtical; and the Per- 
fon ſo corruptly taking, procuring, ſeeking or accepi- 
ing any ſuch Benefice, Dignity, Prebend or Living, Wi 
Hall thereupon, and from thenceforth be adjudged a 
 gifabled Perſon in Law, to have or enjoy the ſame 
Benefice, Dignity, Prebend, or Living 1 m_ | 
| Pro- 
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8 IX. Provided always, that this Act er any thing 
trrein contained, ſhall not in anywiſe extend to take 
;« Win) or reſtrain any Puniſhment, Pain or Penalty 
ck inited, pre/cribed or inflited by the Laws Ecclefiaſti- 
:d % for any the Offences before in this Act mentioned, 
of Mis that the ſame ſhall remain in Force, and may be 
, Wit in due Execution, as it might be before the making 


by Ad; this AG, or any thing therein contained to 
d, ie contrary thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 

of WM From whence we may obſerve, That as this 
„ Wit ſeems to be an Enforcement of the Eccleſi- 


to itical Laws againſt Simon), fo it is expreſs'd in 
1d s full and extenſive a manner, as the other are 
ve, Ir poſſibly can be. The great Difficulty to be 
le- ed is, How it comes to paſs, that the ſame 


00, ict ſhall bind a Man ad Culpam in the Eccleſiaſti- 
n, Law, and not ad Pœnam in the Temporal, or 
hit he (ſhall be look'd upon as a Criminal by the 
nd re, and not Puniſhable by the other. For a So- 
„ion of which we muſt obſerve, 


HVrſt, That this Act does not define what is 
Win, but what Inſtances of it, it will take no- 
e of and puniſh. 4 

Li Edward Coke tells us, Simonia eſt Fox Eccle- 
lia, 2 Simone illo Mago deducta, qui donum Spi- 
ſandli pecuniis emi putavit: That Simony is an 
Wccleſiaſtical Term, derived from Simon Magus, 
io thought that the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
abt be bought with Money. Now if the 
em be Ecclefiaſtical, the Sin muſt be fo too, 
WW conſequently the nature of it muſt be learnt 
In the Senſe and Laws of the Church. Mr. 
bien indeed is of another Opinion, and (p) there- 
will not allow Simony to be what ſome have 


— — 
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1 Rights of the Clergy, p. 528. 
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called it () Voluntas, ſive deſides ium emendi, ve 
vendendi ſpiritualia, vel ſpiritualibus annexa, as be 
ing contrary to their (i. e. Common) Law. Ang 
for this he gives this reaſon, For mental Simon 
is not puniſhable, either by the Common or St: 
tute Law. From whence he proceeds to fin 
fault with Dr. Stilling fleet, for making the Cano 
Law the Rule and Meaſure of Simony, becauſe ii 
the Stature 31 Elix. Cap. 6. the Word, Simon) 
not to be found: Whereas, /ays he, the Worl 
& $:mony is not only mentioned in the Statut 
& bur 'tis there explained what is meant by if 
&« viz. That 'tis a Corruption in Preſentation 
« Collations, and Donations of and to Benefices.'F 
Now, with deference to the Judgment of thi 
Lawyer, I ſee no reaſon from what is by hifi 
ſaid, to conclude, That the Statute Law is til 
Rule and Meaſure by which the nature of Sin 
ny is to be determined, and that nothing is ſuc 
but what is puniſhable by it. For mental $i 
ny is Simony, notwithſtanding it does not conf 
within the reach of that Statute. Add to thi 
That if the nature of the Crime was determin 
by that Act, then nothing can be Simon) bf 
what that has determined to be fo. And {inf 
the nature of Good and Evil is fixed and unaltij 
able, it cannot be extended beyond its prof 
Bounds by any Human Law or Conſtitution wi 
ſoever. Suppoſing then that the Statute of Qual 
E1liz. explains the nature of Simony, in the iſ 
extent and latitude of it, what ſhall be ſaid ff 
late (7) Act in the laſt Reign, which extends it 
ther than the other Statute doth ? For whe 
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(q) Tho. Aquin. fecunda ſecundæ. Quæ t. 100. 
(r) An Act for the better Maintenance of Curates, &c. 
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preſentations in Reverſion, or at leaſt is not ad- 
udged ſo to do; this enacts, That if any Perſon 
rm and after the twenty ninth Day of September, 


;monil ore Thouſand Seven Hundred and Fourteen, ſhall or 
Stall , for any Sum of Money, Reward, Gift, Profit, or 


{dvantage, directly or indireftly, or for or by reaſon 


anc any Promiſe, Agreement, Grant, Bond, Covenant, 
iſe ii „other Aſſurance, of or for any Sum of Money, Re- 
on) WM ard, Gift, Profit, or Benefit whatſoever, directiy 


i indirectly, in his own Name, or in the Name of 
gry other Perſon or Perſons, take, procure, or accept 
th: next Avoidance of, or Preſentation to any Bene- 


tion fie with Cure of Souls, Dignity, &c. Such Agree- 
es. Vent ſhall be deemed and taken to be a Simoniacal 
Feth Cor ad. | | 

hig So that either this Gentleman muſt confeſs that 


Good and Evil, Honeſt and Diſhoneſt, muſt de- 


Sin dend upon Human Laws concerning them, which 
(luc! ſuppoſe he will not do, or that this Statute of 
Sin Elz. is not declarative of the Nature of Simonx, 
con ad conſequently it muſt be ſought for elſewhere. 


4s for the Argument which, he ſays, is made 
ie of by Dr. Killing fleet, and taken from Mr. 
(Attorney Noy; viz. That the Canon Law, not- 
WJ withſtanding the Statute, muſt ſtill be the Rule 
ind Meaſure by which Simony mult be derermi- 


ro red, becauſe *ris (i. e. the Word Simony) nor fo 
wh much as mentioned in the Statute; I think Dr. 
q % has fer this Matter in a clear Light; and 
c litcrefore I cannot better do Juſtice to the Me- 


a than by giving you his own Words. 
It was (ſays he (S)) [aid by Noy, that in the Stat. 
zi Eliz. there is no word of Simony; for by that 


— — 


(s). Codex Juris Exclet. p 839 
4 ed 


the other does not prohibit the Purchaſing of 


By ory of thoſe Perſons, and to the Argument it 
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means the Common Law would have beon Judge, wh, 
= would have been Simony, and what not. And b 
1 cauſe, notwithſtanding what he hath ſaid, the Nur 
= Simony is actually found in this Statute, his Auth; 
rity is alledged for the conſequence of its being faun 
viz. That it wholly belongs to the Temporal Courts 
determine upon this Act what Simony is, and abe 
Contracts will amount to Simony. M hereas it 
more than probable, that when he affirmed there du. 
no Ford of Simony in this Statute, and drew thi 
conſequence from it; his Meaning was, That there u. 
nothing of it in the enacting part; and that if the 
had, then the Common Law would have been Jud 
what was Simony, and what not. But from tf 
mention of it in the preamble, no more can be fair 
drawn, than that the general Deſign was to diſcoural 
Simony, by laying new Penalties upon ſuch Branch 
of it, as are particularly ſpecified in the enacting part 
and not at all to limit the Nature and Extent of $ 
mony; nor yet to reſirain or diſturb the Fudges of tl 
Spiritual Courts, in their Proſecutions of it accordi 
to the Laws of the Church, any further, than the vi 
hibiting of them, in caſe they proceed contrary to 1 

f Statute, upon any of the Heads contained in it. 1® 
b cordingly, as there is in this very Statute a ſpecial 
2 wing lo the Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdiction, and in the Sta 

5 Eliz. c. 23. the Cognizance of Simony is plain 
acknowledged to belong to the Eccleſiaſtical Court; 
the moſt early Judgments that were given upon 1. 
Statute in the Temporal Courts, ſuppoſe and aſſert i 
fame thing. Anno 41 Eliz. in the Caſe of Risby 4 
Wentworth, prohibition having been obtained up 
this Statute in a Suit for Tythes, on Suggeſtion of * 
mony in the Parſon, and by conſequence of no RN 

70 Tythes, as having never been Incumbent; the Coug 
agreed, That Simony might be tryed more aptly ö 


1 pr 
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tie Spiritual Court; and Conſultation was awarded. 
I like mauner Anno 42, 43 Eliz. in the Caſe of 
Baker and Rogers, the Court declared as follows; 
þ appertains to the Spiritual Court to determine Si- 
nony, and not to this Court (of Common-Pleas) to 
edle therewith. ——— And although it were ſaid, 
ſhat in the Spiritual Court they ought not to inter- 
nale to diveſt the Freehold, which is in the Iucum- 
unt after Induction; true it is, they ſhould not meddle 
y alter the Freehold ; but they meddle only with the 
numer of obtaining the Preſentment, which by conſo- 
hence diveſts the Freehold, by the diſſolution of the 

ate, when Admiſſion or Inflitution are avoided : Or 
th ther, the Act of Parliament having voided the Ad- 
% and Institution ab initio, he never had the 
Freehold in him. 
Theſe things being duly con dered, ſeem fally to ware 
nt the Obſervation' made upon this Statute by the 
ned Biſhop Stillingfleet 3 That it doth not abro- 
we the Eccleſiaſtical Laws as to Simony; it only 
cls ſome particular Penalties on ſome more remark- 
Wi: Simoniacal Acke, as to Benefices and Orders; but 
mer goes about to repeal any Eccleſiaſtical Laws a- 
10 Agr; or to determine the Nature and Bounds 
And by the learned: Biſhop Wake, This Act, 
is not privative of the Furiſdiction of the Church, 
ts Conjtitutions, but accumulative; it leaves rhe 
urch all the Authority it had before, &c. ouly, 
Flrreas till now; theſe Crimes were enquirable and 
Whable by the Ecclef aftical Fudge alone, they may 
„ in ſome Caſes ſpecified in this Statate, be brought 
re Civil Magiſtrate alſo. = 
ar (as he afterwards obſerves (7)) are the 
nt —_— Karr Lows Page Simenyr and the 
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Powers of the Spiritual Court in the Execution 
thoſe Laws, from being ſuperſeded by this A; thai 
"we ſee, they are expreſly confirmed by it. And af 
. Promiſes and Contracts, of what kind ſoever, bein 
Forbidden, and by conſequence puniſhable, by the La 
Eccleſiaſtical, it follows, That it could not poſſibly | 
the Intention of the Legiſlators, to make this Staty 
the Rule and Meaſure of Simony, but only to hel 
and reſtrain it in its moſt notorious Branches. A 
as the Statute Law does not determine the N 
ture of Simony, ſo there are ſome Branches of ii 
which it cannot take notice of and puniſh. Al 
this will appear, if we conſider in the 1 
Second place, The Method which the Law pr 
ceeds in, in all criminal Cauſes, which is ſecund 
allegata & probata. So that let a Man be ney 
ſo great a Criminal, yet if his Crime cannot 
made appear by plain and evident Proof, he ſta 
clear in the Eye of the Law. Now in the Caſe 
Simony, there are ſome things which will admit « 
and ſome things uncapable of Proof, unleſs a M 
will turn his own Accuſer, which nobody is c 
liged to do: And therefore ſince (as I obſer 
before) it is the Intention which ſpecifies the A 
(it being not the bare purchaſing of an Advo 
ſon, but the doing it with a corrupt Inte 
which renders a Man Criminal) as this Intent 
cannot be proved, but by a Man's own Conte 
on, ſo without it the Act it ſelf cannot be pun! 
ed. And therefore it is the Advice of Dr. 
fon, (u) That to avoid Queſtious of Law, "tis i 
that @ Purchaſer of a next Turn (whether he ae 
it for a Son, Kinſman, or Stranger) do make 
Contract, when the Incumbent of the Church is 


( ) Complete Incumbent, 
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j danger of Death; that he do not declare the 
Perſon to whom he intends the Ki 


mſent at the Contract; however, that he be not na- 
wd in the Deed, by which the Power of Preſentation 
r Nomination is granted. This J take to be the 
idvice of the Lawyer rather than the Divine, as 


ade the Penalties of the Law, yet he can by 
p means acquit himſelf of the Guilt of a Simo- 
ue] Contract. And therefore if, in ſuch Caſes 
(theſe, the Lawyers would chuſe rather to ex- 
fes themſelves, that they do not come within 
e reach of the Statute, than (as generally they 
that they are not Simony, 1 ſuppoſe the Ex- 
fon would be more ſafe, and not leſs proper. 
nd ſo I proceed, in the : 
Laſt place, To conſider this Practice in the Ef- 
ts of it. l 
Now there is hardly any Sin, ſo ſingle in its 
n nature, as not to draw other Evils along 
ih it, and ſo to carry in it a complicated Guilt. 
o not here pretend, nor is it my Deſign, to 
erate all the ill Conſequences which either 
efſarily do, or accidentally may, flow from ſo 
rerſal a Practice. I ſhall only endeavour to 
nt out ſuch as are the moſt uſual, and I may 
almoſt neceſſary Concomitants of it, and ſuch 
„%s have the moſt malignant Influence upon 
affairs of Religion. . 
%, It is a Hindrance to Learning, or at 
ta great Diſcouragement to Men, whoſe Abi- 
$ and Parts may render them bright Orna- 
and able Champions of the Church, from 


F 2 ry 


eſs, or whom he 
ntendeth to preſent z that the intended Clerk be not 


ending rather to a Man's outward Security, than 
ward Peace, For tho' by this means he may 


ing into the Service of it. For tho' the Glo- 
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; ry of God, and a fincere Deſire of promoting 
| the eternal Happineſs of Mankind, oughr to be 
＋ ꝛ rhe firſt and principal Motives of a Man's taking 
upon him the Miniſterial Office, yet there ma 
be other ſubordinate Motives thereunto. Tht 
Spiritual Calling hath its 'Temporals annext to it] 

| as well as other Callings have. Nor can I ſe 

that it ſavours either of Avarice or Ambition, fo 

$ a Man duly qualified, to expect a Share thereof 

f For no body is ſo ſpiritualized, as not natural} 

| do ſtand in need of them, as being neceſſary boi 

to the Support and Convenience of Life. F 

this reaſon God has ordained, that as thoſe th 

waited at the Altar were Partakers of the Altaf 

ſo they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 

the Goſpel. By which is meant, not only a ba 

Subſiſtence, but a large and liberal one; as w. if 

to preſerve them from the Fear of Want, ti 

they might, without Diſtraction, more cheerti I 

ly attend the Duties of their Calling, as fra 

that Contempt, which a ſlender Proviſion is mi 


3 
4 


| of all apt to-expoſe Men to. What their Pf 
—_ portion ought to be; is foreign from my preif 
5 Deſign to determine; but from the large Pra 
ſion God made for his Prieſts under the Law 
= | we may, in a great meaſure, learn his Mind bl 
= in; ſo it may ſhame thoſe Chriſtians, who, i 
withſtanding they live under a better Diſpeſ 
tion than the Jews did, come far behind ti 
in this reſpe&. 1 2 


— 
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rule well, ſhould be accounted worthy of double 
Honour. Which Words relate not only to out- 
ward Deference and Reſpect, bur to a more li- 
beral Maintenance, as a Reward of their Fideli- 
ty, and as an Encouragement to others to follow 
their Steps. And tho' it is every one's Duty, 
not only to endeavour to qualify himſelf for, but 
laudably to acquit himſelf in whatever Station of 
Life God ſhall pleaſe to place him; yet as the 
Reward of doing well is a Spur and Encourage- 
ment thereunto, ſo when this is taken away, or 
diſpoſed of without any regard to Merit, it caſts 
a Damp upon Induſtry, and makes Men either 
decline thar Calling, from which they expect to 
receive little or no Advantage, or to be careleſs. 
and remiſs in the Duties of it. For (as it hath 
been long ſince obſerved) (y) ſuch is the Frailty 
of Human Nature, that Men will always be 
ſwayed, in ſome meaſure, by temporal Advantage; 
and when they perceive the Encouragements of 
Study are withdrawn, they will take care not to 
educate their Children to a lean Profeſſion, and 
wake learned Beggars of them. Thus Know- 
Wy ledge, eſpecially with reſpect to Divinity, muſt 
loſe Ground lamentably in the Kingdom; Chrift 


BY Jcſus be in a manner forgotten, and Truth as 


much or more eclipſed, as in the Times of Po- 
perry. | 
= The Rewards indeed of another World are a 


ſutficient Recompence for ali our Pains, and an 


: Over-balance for the loſs of any temporal Advan- 


age in this. And well it is for the Clergy of this 
MI 3-ation that they are ſo; of whom] think it may 


hy not very improperly be ſaid, what Sr. Paul ſaid 


—_— cw. 
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(7) Collier Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol, 2. p. 439. p 
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of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in general, (2) 
That if in this Life only they had hope, they were of 
all men moſt miſerable. But however theſe are 
Encouragements ſufficient to ſtir up the utmoſt 
Diligence, and have, no doubt, with many the 
moſt prevailing Influence; yet if we conſider 
Mankind in general, we thall find the greater 
part of them ſwayed by a temporal Proſpect; and | 
as that is a Spur to them on the one hand, fo 
Experience will ſoon convince us of the Truth | 
of this Obſervation, fablatis ſtudiorum premiis, ip- 
fa ſtudia pereunt: That Induſtry will flag, when 
the Rewards of it are taken away; and that 
Learning it ſelf will have but few Followers, 
when the Encouragements thereunto become ve- 
nal, and nothing is to be had, but what is bought 
with a Price. 
To what has been ſaid, let me add, That as 
It 1s too much to be feared, thar all Purchaſes of 
this kind are made with a particular View to the 
Benefit of the Buyer, as well as the Seller; ſo it 
is no leſs to be feared, that ſuch Perſons will aim 
more at their own than the Church's Good. 
Hence, with the Proſpect of a good Living, is 
one of the Family ſer apart for the Service of 
God; who having ſuch a Proſpect in view, ſel- 
dom takes care to qualify himſelf any farther Ml 
than is abſolutely neceſſary, but, like the rich 
Man in the Go/pel, ſays to his Soul, (a) Soul, Thou WM 
haſz much Goods laid up for many years; take thine 
eaje, eat, drink, and be merry. And farther, to 
prevent all poſſibility of a Diſappointment, in 
ale of a Vacancy before the Perſon deſigned ar- 
rives to Ripeneis of Years, the Practice of Pre- 


CES 


(z} 1 Cor, xy, 19. (a) Luke xii. 19. _—_ 
ſenting WM 
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ſenting in Truſt has been introduced, whereby 
te Perſon preſented obliges himſelf by Bond, or 
F WM Promiſe, to reſign the Living, when the other 
'© WM becomes capable of taking it upon himſelf. Thus 
lt (to uſe Mr. Metford's Words) (5) one would think 
People believed that Sons were put Apprentice 
to learn the Trade of Prieſthood, and would be 
out of their Time at a certain Day, and the 
Churches were but Shops kept open tor them to 
ſer up in. 


i But however Men may allow themſelves in a 
A Practice of this nature, yet to me it ſeems incon- 


ſiſtent, both with the Oath which every Perſon 
takes at his Inſtitution into a Living, and with 
the Statute againſt corrupt Preſentations, And 
cho' Biſhop Szilling fleet (c) allows, that in caſe of 
Minor there may be a lawful Truft, yer he ve- 
y much queſtions, whether the Perſon who 
takes this Truſt, can enter into a Bond, and take 
the Oath: For, /ays he, there may be confiden- 
ual Simony, as the Canoniſis call it; and the way 


it o prevent it is, ſay they, That the Truſt be ſine 
im pretii, pacti, modi, vel conditionis interventu. Which 
d. Words do, I think, conclude as ſtrongly againſt 
of W: Promiſe, as a Bond of Reſignation: For as much 


sa Promiſe ſuppoſes an antecedent Contract be- 
wirkt the Patron and his Clerk. So that what- 


10% ect of a preceding Contract; and conſequently 
e Perſon accepting of a Preſentation upon ſuch 


to 
in 
Ir- 


Conditions, cannot, as I take ir, conſcientiouſly 


LO OT 


: (6) General Diſcourſe of Simony, Pe 107 
0%) Bonds of Reſig nation, p. 8y. 


directly 
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by 


directly or indirectly, for or concerning the pro- 
curing and obtaining the Eccleſiaſtical Prefer. 
ment to which he 1s preſented. 

2. There! is another Effect of this Practice, not 
leſs miſchievous than this already mentioned, viz. 
Fhat thoſe who climb into the Fold by ſuchf 
Ways as theſe, ſeldom prove good Shepherds. 

When Men purchaſe to themſelves an Inheri-f 
rance among the Tribe of Levi, it is a ſhrewd 
ſign, that they ſeek more their own than the 
Church's Intereſt, and that they deſire the Work 
of the Miniſtry no otherwiſe than as it intitlesff 
them to the Profits of it: Like the People com 
plained of, of old, (d) deſiring to be put into the 
Prieſt's Office, in order to eat a piece of Bread. 

The Care of Souls is a Work both of Hazare 
and Trouble, and therefore cannot be ſuppoſec 
to be purchaſed for its own ſake. Nothing but 
a pious Deſign of promoting the Honour of God 
and the Advancement of Religion, can induce 
any good Man to take it upon him. But whe 
Avarice, or Ambition, are the principal Motives 
as they ſeem to bein thoſe who purchaſe to them: 
ſelves this honourable Employment; as ſuch Mer 
as theſe cannot be ſuppoſed to be moved there 
unto by the Holy Spirit of God, ſo nothing bet 
ter can be expected from them, than that inſtead 
of feeding, they will ſtarve and pillage the Flock 
the Price they have paid will be ever running ii 
their Minds, and their principal Care will be, no 
to be Loſers. ” 

3. This Practice is often attended with Perju$l 
ry: Not that this is always a Concomitant of 1 
or that every one, who enjoys the Benefit of 
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(d) 1 Sam. 11. 36, 


bough® 


-9 
erju 


of 


wught Preſentation, is guilty. of this Crime. 
Preſentations may be bought, when the Perſons 
reſented are neither conſcious of, nor concur- 
ring to it: In ſuch a Caſe, as they are no ways 
concerned in, ſo neither are they reſponſible for 
another's Act. But how many Stratagems have 
Men found out, to put a Cheat upon the World, 
nd themſelves too, in this reſpect? as if God 
was to be mocked, or to be impoſed upon by 
ſuch artificial Evaſions, with which they are 


Wyiling to impoſe upon themſelves. 


Laſily, This Practice is attended with Breach 
of Truſt. | | | 

The Right of Advow/on is, as I ſaid before, a 
Imired Truſt: Now as the very Nature of a 
[ruſt requires Fidelity, ſo he may be ſaid faith- 
ly to acquit himſelf, who uſes his beſt Endea- 
ours to come up to, and anſwer the Ends of it: 

hich is to nominate a fit and proper Perſon for 
e Diſcharge of the Duties of the place, to 
ich his Right of Preſentation belongs. Bur 
ow can any Man be ſaid to be faithful to his 
ruſt, who by a Sale thereof puts it out of his 
ower to act any thing therein? While it was 
s own, it lay in his Power, as far as human 


Wudence could foreſee, to fill the Church with 


proper Perſon; but when he has parted with 
he can neither preſent a good, nor prevent 
ill one: And tho” the Purchaſer may take Care 
preſent a duly qualified Perſon, in all reſpects 
wal to the Charge he preſents him to, yet as 
s no ways owing to the Seller that he does this, 
Tt he docs it not, he who made the Sale may 


- My be look'd upon as reſponſible for all the 
G - 


Conſequences thereof. 
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and is therefore deſirous o 


Conſcience, which he could not with a quiet 


es 
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If he thinks himſelf _—_ to ſo great a Trut, 

parting with it; as hf 
freely received it, ſo let it as freely revert inte 
its ancient Channel: But let him not make Mer 
chandiſe of it, and ſo part with that with an i 


% 


one keep. Ts | 
And as for [thoſe who are deſirous to be Pur 
chaſers in things of this nature, let them not only 
conſider the weight of the Burthen they are bring 
ing upon themſelves, but take care likewiſe, that 
their Heart be right in the fight of God. And ther 
if that condemns them not, neither will I; but 
then it highly concerns them, that they examing 
themſelves faichfully and truly, not lightly 
and after the manner of Diſſemblers with God; 
that they ſearch their Hearts to the very bottom 
leſt by chance any Root of Bitterneſs remair 
therein; as well knowing, that as the Heart ig 
deceitful above all things, ſo God, who is great 
er than the Heart, and knoweth all things, vi 
render to every Man according to his Works. 


